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TT is Ordered by the Lords 


Spiritual and Temporal in 


Parliament Aſſembled, That the 


Thanks of this Honſe mall be, 


and they are hereby given to e 4 
Lord Biſhop of RAPHO, for his q 
Sermon Preached Yeſterday at -| 


_ Chriſt's-Church, and his Lordſhip 


is hereby defired to Print and 


Publiſh the 25 


| En; Sterne, Cler. 


Farliamentor. 
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Being the Anniverſary, Aabeeng PF for the 


| of England, from the G UN-POW DER PLOT: And alſo, 
For the Happy Arrival of His late Majeſty King V ILLIAM 
on that Day, for the Deliverance of our Church and Nation. 


Before His G R ACE 


(CHARLES Duke of Grafton, 
Lord Licutenant of 1 RE LA N D: 
AND T H E 


Lords Spiritual and Ti emporal 


InPARLIAMENT Aſſembled. 


Happy Deliverance of King J AMES I. and the Three Eſtares | 


= by NicuoLas, Tard Biſhop of R A PRO. 


| Lieutenant, and by Order of the Houſe of Lords. 


Publiſhed by Command of His Grace the Lord | 


DUBLIN, 


5 3 Printed by z Cansos, for Jzx. and Sil. Peerar, in Sumner. ku, 
31 Bookſellers, M CCNA. 
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The Epiſtle of St. JAMES, Chap. iii. Verl xvii. 


The Wiſdom that is from above is firſt Pure, then 

Peaceable, Gentle and eaſy to be Intreated, full of 

Mercy, and good Fruits, without Partiality, and 
without Hypocriſy. Eh © SY 


N this Chapter, whereof my Text 
"AI is. a part, we have the proper 
Marks aſſigned, whereby to di- 

== ſtinguiſh between the Wiſdom of 
this World, and that which is 
trom above, namely, the different 
_— Fruits they bring forth in Mens 
Lives and Converſations. The one is the Fountain 
from whence Envy and Strife flow, which bring Con. 

fuſion, and every evil Work; The other produces 
Purity, Peace, Centleneſs, Mercy, and ſuch other 

Virrues, as, by the near reſemblance they bear to 
the Attributes of Almighty G O D, do plainly ſhew 
the Divine Original from whence they ſprir.g : And 
theſe different Effects do neceſſarily tollow from their 
reſpective Cauſes; for according as Men are under 
the power of one or the other of cheſc Principles, 
they muſt take Meaſures in the Conduct of their 
„FC A 2 %%% 


\ 
\ WOW 
Ne 
\\ \ N N 71 

*X\ * 
S W Wa | 
DD 


, ® 
— —— HS — 


4 4 Sermon preachi d! 


— 


— ˖ 


9 


lives ſuitable to the different Deſigns they carry on. 
- The Wiſdom of this World will unavoidably en- 
gage the Proud and Ambitious in Strife and Conten- 
tion, and in Acts of Violence and Injuſtice, ro enlarge 
their Power, and extend their Authority; and where 
there is Revenge and Malice in Men's Hearts, De- 
ceit and Cruelty will be the Fruits of them, in 
their Lives and Actions, becauſe theſe Vices cannot 
be ſerved by any other Methods, that worldly Pru- 
dence can deviſe. J 
Hut the Wiſdom that is from above, which is thje 
governing Principle of the Lite and Actions of a 
good Man, teaches him to advance his everlaſting 
Happineſs, Firſt, by imitating the Purity and 
Holineſs of the Divine Nature, and next to that 
by promoting the true welfare of Men; For this 
purpoſe it inſtructs him to be peaceable in his De- 
meanour, to avoid all needleſs ſtrife and angry 
Contention, and to pay a ready Obedience to thoſe, 
whom G op in his good Providence has appointed 
to rule over him. It makes him gentle in bearing 
with the Infirmities of others, in forgiving their 
Offences, and receding from his own right in ſome 
Caſes, to maintain Chriſtian Charity and promote 
Peace and Concord among Men. It teaches him to 


e his Underſtanding, without 


ſhewing 


3 

ſhewing any Obſtinacy or Perverſeneſs of Mind. 
Beſides this it directs him to be merciful and lov- 
ing to all Men, to deteſt acts of Cruelty and In- 
humanity, which GOD abhors, and inſtead thereof 
to abound in good Works, to relieve and aſſiſt 
his Neighbour under all the Wants and Neceſſities 
of this Life, to the utmoſt of his Power and Abi. 
liry. It makes him upright in his Dealing, and 


| Obliges him to pay a greater Regard to Truth and 


Juſtice, than to rhe Perſons of Men. But above 
all things this Heavenly Wiſdom requires him to 

be ſincere and free from Diſguiſe and Hypocriſy in 
all his Words and Actions, and makes him abhor 
the Practices of thoſe Men, who uſe Religion as a 

Cloke to conceal the wicked Purpoſes ow carry 
on, under the Colour of Piety and pretence of do- 
ing Honour to GO D. „„ 
And by this Deſcription of the Wiſdom which 
is from above, we may judge not only of private 
perſons, but of all Societies and Bodies of Men, 
whether they be directed by this Heavenly Princi- 


ple, or by that Wiſdom which ſtands in Oppoſiti . 


on to it, and deſcendeth not from above, but is 
EFearthly, Senſual, Deviliſh. 
If any Society of Men, how Conſiderable ſoever 
for their Numbers, or formidable for their Power, 
| ſhall diſturb. the Peace of Kingdoms, and _ 
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throw their Government; if they ſhall advance 
Doctrines, which have a plain and direct tendency 
to break the Bands of Chriſtian Love, and even of 
Humanity with thoſe, who differ from them in 
Opinion; if they ſhall teach Subjects to Depoſe 
their Lawful Soverign, and put their fellow Sub- 
jects to Death on account of their Religion, and 
if in Conſequence of theſe Doctrines, Rebellion and 
Civil Wars, and all manner of Cruelty have often 
enſued, and would have happned much .oftner 
had not the good Providence of Gop prevented 


them; tho? fach a Society of Men ſhould colour 


over thele wicked Practices with an Appearance of 


Sanctity, and a pretence of doing Service to Reli- 


gion; and tho' they ſhould boaſt of their Antiquity 
and their Miracles, and pretend to ſhew many o- 


ther Marks of a true Church, yet we may be aſſur- 


ed by this Rule now before us, that whatever 
Wiſdom conducts their Councils, it cannot be the 
Wiſdom that is from above, which is Pure, Peaceable, 
Gentle and eaſy to be intreated, full of Mercy and 


'- good Fruits, without Partiality and without Hypo- 


I am ſenſible that theſe words, as I have Ex. 


8 plained them, ſhould lead me to conſider the Na-. 
ture of each of theſe Virtues layed down in the 


Text, and ſhew what Uſe and Benefit they are of 


born 
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both to Societies of Men, and private Perſons, for 
the Direction and Conduct of human Life. But 
in Regard to the Occaſion of the Day, which muſt 
be ſpoke to, I find wy {elf obliged to recede from 
the uſual Method of enlarging on Texts of Scrip-. 


ture, leſt I draw out this Diſcourſe to too great. 


2 length, and therefore I ſhall only ſhew by ex- 
plaining the particular Occaſion of our coming 
together. e Rt 
How far the Church of Rome has fallen from this 
Heavenly Wiſdom, deſcribed in the Text, which is. 
the ſafeſt Guide for all Societies of Men, as well as 
. Private Perſons, and the ſureſt mark of a true Church. 
We are met here by the Appointment of lawſul 
Authority, to give thanks to Almighty God, as 
the Office for the Day directs. For the happy De- 
liverance of King IAM ES I. and the Three Eſtates. 
e England, from the moſt Traiterous and Bloody 
intended Maſſacre by Gun- Powder: And alſo, for. 


DI the Happy Arial of His late Majeſty 0 this Day, 


for the Deliverance of our Church and Nation. 
And we all know from whence thoſe Dangers a. 
roſe, that gave occaſion to theſe Mercys of GOD 
which we are now come together to Commemorate 
with Thankſgiving. It was a miſtaken and furious 
Zeal for Propagating the Errors of the. Church. of 
Rome, that ſtirred up a Popiſb Party in the Reignof 

„ = I b King 
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EKeing Fames I. to endeavour the Eſtabliſhing 
theit Religion in theſe Nations, and ſetting up 
once more the Juriſdiction of the See of Rome, by 
a Conſpiracy, that caſts ſo foul a Blemiſh on- hu- 
man Nature, that it ought to lie tor ever concealed 
and forgotten, and be no more mentioned to the 
Reproach of Mankind, did not a ſenſe of Gratitude 
toGoD for the Deliverance He wrought, as upon 
this Day, and a due Regard to our own Security, 
for the Time to come,oblige us to have it in Re- 
membrance. | „ 5 | 
To ſerve the Purpoſes of theſe Men, the King 
and Queen and all the Royal Family were marked 


> 


out tor Deſtruction, the young Princeſs only ex- 


cepted, whoſe Lite was to be preſerved in order to 
Her Advancement to the Throne, in hopes that 
Her tender Years would favour che Deſigns of the 
Conſpirators, and make it caſy for them to recon- 
cile Her to that Religion, which was to be forced 
upon the Nation by Fire and Sword: And to re- 
move all Oppoſition, that might obſtruct this Do- 
ſign, the three Eſtates of England, with the King 
then aſſembled in Parliament, were to be deltroy d | 
by fo ſudden a Blow, as would allow no Time 
to provide for Safety, and ſcarce leave room for 
any fingle Perſon to cicape, And had the Nation 
been deprived, as was intended, of the King and His 
V | 0% 
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Royal Family, with the Nobility, Clergy and com- I 


mons then Aſſembled in Parliament; this, in all 


probibility, muſt have put it in the power of the 
Conſpirators ſupported by the Authority of the See 


of Rome, to have brought about a change of Religi- 


on in theſe Nations, and at the ſame time to have 
deſtroyed the Liberties of the People, which are not 
very conſiſtent with a Popiſh Reign, and gained all 
their Ends of a Nation, that could have made no 
Keſiſtance, if they had been left without Govern- 
ment to direct them, without any center of Power 
to reſort to for their Defence, and without Suc- 
cours from abroad to aſſiſt them, and rendered un- 
able, in that ſtate of Perplexity and Confuſion, 
to form any reſolution to withſtand their Enemies 
JJ —86 | 
hut great Caution was to be uſed in this Affair. 
Human Nature is apt to Shrink and draw back from 
the execution of an Enterprize ſo full of Horror 
and Aſtoniſhment as this was, and it was feared 
that ſome Bowels of Pity andCompaſſion miglit poſ- 
ſibly ariſe in ſome of the Confedrates, which might 
incline them either to reveal the ſecret to be Com- 
mitted to them, or to withdraw themſelves from 
this Cauſe in favour of ſome Perſons, who were to 
_ periſh by the wen Ins And for this reaſon it 
was found expedicnt that certain Jeſuits among 
STE VVV 
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them (an Order of Men well verſed in dark De- 
. ſigns) ſhould Adminiſter an Oath to each of the 
Conſpirators, neither to diſcloſe the Secret of this 
Plot to any Perſon, nor deſiſt from the Execution 
of it without leave from the reſt, who were Aſſoci- 
ate in this Undertaking. And to add greater Se- 
curity to their Deſign, the Holy Sacrament of the 
Lord's Supper was at the ſame time made a Bond 
of Iniquity, and they were all ſolemnly engaged to 
Secrecy by that Holy Rite, and to perſevere in the 
- Purpoſe they had undertaken, for the utter Extir- 
pation of what they. falſely call Hereſy, and the 
Advancement of the Popr/h Religion. Sy 
In this manner was that unnatural Conſpiracy 
formed, with all the Caution and Security that 
Human Prudence could contrive, when it pleaſed 
Gon in his great Mercy to overrule the Counſels 
of theſe wicked Men, and to make a dark Hint in 
a Letter writ by one of the Conſpirators, the means 
of diſcloſing their Secret Purpoſes, defeating their 
pernicious Deſigns, and ſaving Three Nations from 
Deſtruction, thereby giving us an Occaſion on this 
Day to bleſs His Name for ſo great a Deliverance. 
There are many other Circumſtances in the Hiſto- 
ry of this Plot too tedious to be now related, that 
both aggravate the Guilr of the Conſpirators, and 
magnifie the Goodneſs of Go p's Providence to us 
| C 
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in the Time and Manner of its Diſcovery but 
theſe I ſhall paſs by, and only Obſerve, on the Oc. 


— 


caſion I have now been ſpeaking to, the great Wil- 
dom of our Anceſtors, in appointing certain Anni- 


verſaries of Thankſgiving to G 0D tor our Dcliyer- 
ance from Popiſh Conſpiracies. 


Much Induitry has been uſed ever fince the Re- 


formation, to poſſes the Proteſtants of theſe King- 


doms with a favourable Opinion of the Popiſh Res 
lion, and for this Purpoſe, whatever is harſh or 
ſhocking in irs Doctrines, has been ſoftned by Arr, 


and made plauſible by the Wit and Management of 


Deſigning Men; And when at any Time theſe 


| .. Poctrines have brought forth their unhappy Fruits 
in forming Conſpiracys, or railing up Rebellions, 


whereot we of theſe Nations have had our ſhare, 


the Facts have been either unjuſtly charged on the- 
Innocent, or elſe in plain Contradiction to the 


moſt Authentick Records of Hiſtory, they have 
been flatly denyed. And this has been done with De. 
ſign to quiet our Fears, or to remove our Miſtruſts 


and Jealouſies, and make us inſenſible of Danger 
from the Church of Nome, a- Deluſion, which, 
ſhould it once paſs upon us, would ſoon prove 
Fatal to our Church, and our Country too. For 


the Popiſh Religion, ſo pernicious to both of them 
heretofore, continues ſtill the ſame; there has been 
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no Reformation of Doctrine in the Church of Rome, 
that we hear of, nor does it appear that their fiery 
Zeal tor the Extirpation of our Religion is at 
all abated, or become more gentle, or tractable 
than it was before. The ſame Spirit of Perſecution 
which heretofore diſtreſſed theſe Nations, is kept 
up among them to this Day, and would no doubt 
have the ſame diſmal Effects it had formerly, ſhould 
ue lay our ſelves open to their Deſigns, and be 
perſwaded by the Inſinuations of Arctul Men, to 
make Tryal of their Clemency once more. 

And — to prevent theſe Evils, our Laws 
have appointed certain Feſtivals, or Days of Thanks» 
giving, which they have diſtinguiſhed by proper 
marks of Solemnity, to call to our Remembrance 
Gop's Mercys of old, in the Deliverance of our 
Forctathers from Popiſh Conſpiracys, and to warn 
us by what hapned in their Days, to be ſtill upon 
our Guard againſt the like Practices for the Time 
V . 
But it has pleaſed G op to make this Day Re- 

markable by another Occaſion of Thankſgiving, 
which muſt not be forgotten; and we are now 
called on to Commemorate the happy Arrival of 
his late Majeſty King WILLI 4 M, as on this 
Day, for the Defence of our Religious and Civil 
e the Incroachments of a King train- 
ed up in the Popiſh Religion. 5 


I am 


— . — — 
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on the Memory of that unfortunate King, or inſult 
over the Aſhes of the Dead; this would be an un- 
generous Triumph, which the Words now before 
me for my Direction, would in no wiſe counte- 
nance or allow. N 3 
But that I may not be wanting in the Duty in- 
cumbent upon me to ſhew forth the Mercys of 


 Gop upon this Occaſion, we muſt call to mind 


that throꝰ the influence of Popiſh Counſels, that 
unhappy Prince was prevailed on, to violate the 
Engagements he had ſolemnly made, to ſupport 
our Conſtitution in Church and State. The le- 

al Securities of our Religion and Liberties were 
Tacks thro', and new Incroachments were continu- 
ally made on our Rights and Immunitys, by the 
haſty advices of a Popriſh Party, who were Impa- 


tient of Delay, and made bold and quick Ad vances 


to overthrow our Religion, and ſet up their own. 


All ſaw the Tendency of theſe Counſels, and the ill 


Effects of them were already felt by many; they 
were too viſible to be diſſembled, and too grievous 
not to be lamented by every one that wiſhed well 
to our Conſtitution. The Tears and Complaints 


of an injured People, oppreſſed with wrong, 


and afflicted for the Miſerys they ſaw approaching, 
were of no Weight to defeat the Purpoſes of theſe 
5 e, evil 
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Iam not willing to caſt any needleſs Reflections 
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evil Counſellors, or ſo much as to delay the Ex. 


_ ecution of thoſe Deſigns, that were formed for the 
utter Subverſion of the Religion and Libertys of 


cheſe Nations, Diſtreſs and fore Calamity came 


on apace, and the Crueltys inflicted on account of 


Religion in a former Popiſh Reign, were now 


called to Remembrance, and with great reaſon it 


was fear d, that Bonds and Impriſonments would 


ſoon be our Portion, and that the Stake would a. 


gain become the Teſt of our Faith, and be made a 


Tryal of the Sincerity of our Religion. 


And now the ſtate of our Church ſeem'd to be but 


too well deſcribed by the Prophet's Parable of the 


Vineyard; for after that Gop in his good Providence 


had fenced our Vineyard, and gathered out the Stones 
thereof, and. planted it with the choiceft Vine, and 


built a Tawer in the midſt of it, and made a Mine- 


Preſs therein, the Time ſeemed now ta draw near, 


when for the Sins and Iniquities of theſe Nations, 


He was determined to take away the Hedg thereof, 


that it ſhould be _ and to break down the 
ould. be troden dawn, and to lay 
ir Maſt, that it ſhould be no more pruned, or digged, 
but that Bryars and. Thorns ſhould come . in it, 
and to command the Clouds, that they ſhould Rain 
ne more Rain upon it. RG 


* 
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And ar this Time of Diſtreſs, when the Voice of 
Fear and Trembling was heard, and all faces were 

turned into paleneſs, then it pleaſed God to ſend 
us Deliverance by the Hands of a Prince fitted by 
Birth, Nature and Education for ſo great and diffi- 

cult a Work. He had Courage and Wiſdom to de- 
fend our Cauſe, and G 0D bleſſed his Undertaking 
with Succeſs, and brought him ſafe, as upon this 

Day, to fulfil the Wiſhes of an injured People, and 

open a Sanctuary for the Oppreſs' d, and ſoon after 

ſettled him in Peace, and with great Honour on the 

Throne. And it we except a few, every Heart was 

then warm d, and every Mouth filled with the Praiſes 

of GOD, and of him, who was the Inſtrument of 
ſo great Deliverance, when we found our Church 

preſerved, our Laws revived, and the Ancient Li- 

ns s of the People both Reſtored and Inlarged. 

And we of this Nation ſeemed then to be particu- 

larly affected with a Senſe of theſe Bleſſings, in as 

much as our Sufferings had been of a longer Con- 
tinuance, and more grievous than what was felt by 

the reſt of our Fellow. Subjects. 5 
But the Care of this Wil. Prince extended yet 

further, to tranſmir theſe Bleſſings to our Poſterity, 

and prevent, ſo far as human Prudence can pro- 
vide, the like Arbitrary Incroachments on our Con- 
ſtitution for the time to come. For this purpoſe 

e 8 7 he 
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the Succeſſion of the Crown of theſe Realms was 
limited by Law to a Proteſtant Line; and Bleſſed 
be GoD theſe Laws have taken Effect, and we reap. 
the Fruit of them at this Day under the Happy In- 
fluence of his Majeſty's Reign, whom G 0D. in His 
great Mercy has raiſed up for the ſupport of our 
Eſtabliſhment, having ſtrengthned his Arm, as he 
has inclin'd his Heart to defeat all the Attempts of 
our Enemies to overthrow it. And this great Ble. 
ſing has received an additional Value from the 
happy Foundation that is lay'd for our future Se- 
curity, in that it has pleaſed G 0D to ſtrengthen 
the Royal Line by a Numerous Iſſue trained up in 
the Proteſtant Religion, and Inſtructed with great 
Care in all the Virtues that are proper to adorn 
the Throne, and to be a Shield and a ſure Protecti- 
on to our Poſterity. 1 RS 
What the particular Occaſion of our coming to- 
gether has now led me to ſay, ſufficiently ſhews us 
how oppoſite to that Heavenly Wiſdom deſcribed 
in the Text, is the Policy of the Church of Rome, 
in propagating her Faith by open Violenge, or by | 
| ſecret Con{pitacys, accompanyed with all the Cir- 
cumſtances of Rage and Cruelty ; for it were eaſy to 
ſhew, that theſe are no more than the natural Con- 
ſequences of ſome Doctrines that are taught and 
maintained in the Church of Rowe, as that of De- 
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poſing princes, and Abſolving Subjects from their 
Allegiance, and others of the like Tendency, where- 


by that Church has often times diſtreſſed theſe Na- 
tions, and as often manifeſted the Riches of GO d's 


Mercys to us in the Work of our Deliverance, and 


marked our Kalendar with Days of Thanklgji- 
=: lt 
This Spirit of Perſecution may be of Uſe to pro- 


mote Temporal Power and Authority in the Church, 


as Tyranny does in the State, and be found a pro- 


per Expedient for ſupporting an uſurp'd Juriſdicti- 1 


on by Intimidating the Hearts of thoſe, who would 
otherwiſe oppoſe the Uſurpation. But it is to con- 


found the Nature of things, to make Violence, and 


Cruelty the means of propagating the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion ſo Conſpicuous for Peace and Charity, and to 
go about to Eſtabliſh the juſt Powers wherewith 
Chriſt has veſted his Church for the good of Man- 


kind, by ſtudying how to deſtroy Mens Lives for 


this Purpoſe. On | 

The Church of Rome may Glory in their Wil- 
dom, which Teaches them to bring Life and Im- 
' morality to Light, by making uſe of the Inſtruments 
of Death and Deſtruction, and ſhould teach us alſo 
not to truſt the Power of Deſtroying us in their 
Hands, who ſhew no Pity or Compaſſion in uſing 


it. But Bleſſed be Gop we live in the Communion 
ofa Church, that Promotes the Chriſtian Faith, in 
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a way try Accommodate to the Spirit and Genius 
of Chriſtianity, by Meelneſs and long Suffering, by 
Mercy, Loving Kindneſs and Charity to all Men, and 


by bearing with the Weakneſs of ſome and the Ob: 


ſtinacy of others, and the Prejudice of all, who dit. 
fer trom us in Opinion about, Matters of Religion, 
till we convince their Underſtandings by Reaſon 
or Scripture; For the Servant of the Lord muſt not 
ſtrive, 2 be Gentle unto all Men, apt to Teach, patient, 


in Meekneſs In ſtruct ing thoſe that oppoſe themſelves, 


if Peradventure God will give them Repentance to 
the Acknowledgment of the Truth. And accordingly 


we are Taught to abhor all Acts of Violence and 

Ctuelty in order to extend the Bounds of our Church, 

or enlarge her Authority, being affured, That the 
Wrathof Man worketh not the Righteouſneſs of G o p, 


and that the true Intereſt ot Religion can never be 
promoted by a furious Zeal, or an outragious Paſſi- 


on, by ſtirring up Sedition, or forming Confpira- 
cies againſt States and Kingdoms, or by ſhewing 


O 


any Marks of Diſobedience ro lawful Authority, 


but by fearing Go p and honouring the King, and 
4 much as in us lies, by living peaceably with all 


F - * 
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Thefe are the Maxims of our Chriſtian Policy j 


and though the Church of Rome may contemn them 


as Weak and Inſufficient, and indeed they are ſo to 


lerye the Ends of Ambition, and promote worldly 
e V 
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true Church, and the ſafeſt Guide to direct us how 


to advance the Honour of G 0D. and ſer forward 
cheSalvarion of Men. And as the Miſdom of this World 
is fooliſhneſs with G o b, ſo theſe Virtues of Mercy, 


Charity, Gentleneſs and. the like, tho' in the O- 


Benefits he beſtows on Men in this Life, when he is 


pleaſed to inſpire their Minds with theſe Graces, to 
anſwer the Ends and Purpoſes of Religion. 
Io conclude, Let us ſhew forth the Power of that 
Heavenly Spirit, which Guides and Directs out 
Church, by having our Converſation as becomes the 
Goſpel of Chriſt, in that Purity and Perfection in 
which we have been taught it; and as we are better 
Inſtructed in Matters both of Faith and Practicſe 
than they, who are of the Communion. of the 
Church of Rome, ſo let our Lives be adorned with 
a greater Degree of Piety and Charity, and all other 


Chriſtian Graces, than theirs are, who want the Ad- 


| Grandure ; yet what gives them a juſt Claim to our: 
Eſteem is, that they are agrecable to the Wiſdom 
which is from above, which is the ſureſt Mark of a 


_ - pinion of worldly minded Men, they are weak and 
_ of low Eſteem, or of no Account in purſuance of 
their Deſigns, yet in the ſight ot Go p they are the 

higheſt Wiſdom, and ſome of the moſt valuable 


- vantages that we enjoy. To live up to the Rules of 
our Holy Religion will be the beſt Tettimony we can 
give of our Gratitude to G op, for having preſerved 


it ſo long among us, after all the Attempts that have 


been 
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been made by our Enemies to root it out. And it 
will be the likelyeſt Means alſo of prevailing with 
G oD, to Shield and Protect us in all Times of 

Difficulty and Diſtreſs hereafter, and if ſecret Plots 


ſhall'b: Formed, or Rebellions ſhall ariſe for the 


Subverſion of our Church, or the Ruin of our 
Country, or for Betraying it into the Hands of a 
Forreign Power, which GOP of his great Mercy 
avert, this will be our beſt Security, that by a ſteady 


Obedience to the Will of Go p, we have placed our 


Far. > 


{elves under the ſafe Protection of his Good Pro vi- 
dence, ſo that we need not be afraid while Go p is on 
our ſide, who e the Counſel of Wicked Men to 
Nought, and maketh the Devices of the People of none 
Effect, who breaketh the Pow, and cutteth the Spear in 
_ and who ſcattereth the People that delight in 
Baut if on the other Hand we make an ungrateful 
Return for the many Deliverances we have received 


from the Hands of Go D, if we forget his Benefits, 


and deſpiſe his Favours, and if our Sins and Ini- 
quities in creaſe, as his Mercies abound towards us, 
What can we look for in the End thereof, but to feel 
the Weight of His heavy Diſpleaſure, and that He 
will deal with us, as he did of Old with the People 
of Ifrael, with whom he Expoſtulates for their 
ſhameful Ingratitude in this Manner? Did not I de- 
liver you, lays GOD, from the Egyptians, and from 


the 
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the Amorites, and from the Children of Ammon, and 
from the Philiftines* The Zidonians alſo and the 
- Amulekites, and the Maonites did Oppreſs you, and ye 
cried to me, and I Delivered you out of their Hand. 
Tet ye haue forſaken me, and ſerved other Gods, wheres - 
fore I cuil deliver you no more. Go and cry unto the. 
Cods which e have choſen, let them deliver you in the 
. time of your Tribulation. We are not indeed fal- 
Ven into the Idolatry of the Jſraelites, but we would 
do well to conſider, whether the Infidelity, Pro- 
pPhaneſs and Contempt of Religion, together with 
the Pride, Luxury, and Intemperance, and many 
other Immoralitys that prevail among us, may not 
juſtly provoke Gop, either to give us up co the 
Will of our Enemys, or Afflict us with ſome other 
rie vous Calamity, unleſs out timely Repentance 
_ ſtops the Hand of Divine Juſtice, and turns away = 
| rheHrath of Go, which theſe. Sins and Iniquities 
„ have deſerved: They are a great Diſhonour to a Na- 
ſiion profeſſing the Chriſtian Religion, and are be- 
come the juſt Reproach of the Times we live in. 
Iam ſenſible that to Depretiate the Manners t 
the pieſent Times, and commend the Virtues of 
former Ages, is an Argument for Reformation that 
has been often made uſe of with more Zeal than 
Juſtice; every Age has it's Vices, and, Praiſed be 
God, it's Virtues too; yet fo far as Hiſtory "2 
- 1 0 ä lead 
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lead us to underſtand the Opinions and Practices 
of former Times, I am perſwaded it will be found 
upon Enquiry, That ſince the firſt Eſtabliſhment of 
Chriſtianity in theſe Nations, not many Ages, if 
any, have layen under ſo juſt an Imputation of Infi- 
delity and Impiety and all Manner of Prophaneſs 
as this wherein we live. And ſhould we ſtill con- 
tinue in theſe Abominations, after Go D has ſhewed 
us ſo great Deliverance, and by many ſignal Acts 
of his Divine Providence often reſcued us from the 
brink of Deſtruction, ſhould we not have Reaſon to 
fear that he would at laſt be angry with us till we were 
utterly Conſumed, ſo that there ſhould le no Remnant 
But that we may all fo amend our Lives, that 
God may remember his tender Mercys and lovin 
Kindne(s towards us which hade teen ever of Old, 
and till continue to encompaſs us with his Favour 
as with a Shield, G O D of his infinite Mercy grant 
for the Merits of JEsUs CHRIST, To whom 
_ with the Father and the Holy Ghoſt be all Honour 
and Glory henceforth for ever more. 


